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Subpart 1784—Advisory 
Committees

§ 1784.0–1 Purpose. 
This subpart contains standards and 

procedures for the creation, operation 
and termination of advisory commit-
tees to advise the Secretary of the In-
terior and Bureau of Land Management 
on matters relating to public lands and 
resources under the administrative ju-
risdiction of the Bureau of Land Man-
agement.

§ 1784.0–2 Objectives. 
The objective of advisory committees 

established under these regulations is 
to make available to the Department 
of the Interior and Bureau of Land 
Management the expert counsel of con-
cerned, knowledgeable citizens and 
public officials regarding both the for-
mulation of operating guidelines and 
the preparation and execution of plans 
and programs for the use and manage-
ment of public lands, their natural and 
cultural resources, and the environ-
ment.

§ 1784.0–3 Authority. 
(a) The Federal Advisory Committee 

Act (5 U.S.C. Appendix 1) requires es-
tablishment of a system governing ad-
visory committees in the Executive 
Branch of the Federal Government and 
specifies policies, procedures, and re-
sponsibilities for committee creation, 
management and termination. 

(b) The Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1701 
et seq.), as amended by the Public 
Rangelands Improvement Act of 1978 
(43 U.S.C. 1901 et seq.), requires estab-
lishment of advisory councils rep-
resentative of major citizen interests 
concerned with resource management 
planning or the management of public 
lands. 

(c) Section 2 of the Reorganization 
Plan No. 3 of 1950 (5 U.S.C. Appendix, as 
amended; 64 Stat. 1262), authorizes the 
Secretary of the Interior to make pro-
visions deemed appropriate authorizing 
the performance by any other officer, 
or by any agency or employee or the 
Department of the Interior of any De-
partmental function. The establish-
ment of advisory committees is deemed 
an appropriate action. 

[45 FR 8177, Feb. 6, 1980, as amended at 51 FR 
39529, Oct. 29, 1986]

§ 1784.0–4 [Reserved]

§ 1784.0–5 Definitions. 
As used in this subpart, the term: 
(a) Advisory committee means any 

committee, council, or board estab-
lished or utilized for purposes of ob-
taining advice or recommendations. 

(b) Secretary means Secretary of the 
Interior. 

(c) Director means the Director of the 
Bureau of Land Management. 

(d) Designated Federal officer means 
the Federal officer or employee des-
ignated by an advisory committee 
charter who approves meeting agendas 
and attends all meetings of the com-
mittee and its subcommittees, if any. 

(e) Public lands means any lands and 
interest in lands owned by the United 
States administered by the Secretary 
of the Interior through the Bureau of 
Land Management, except: 

(1) Lands located on the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf; and
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(2) Lands held for the benefit of Indi-
ans, Aleuts, and Eskimos. 

[45 FR 8177, Feb. 6, 1980, as amended at 60 FR 
9958, Feb. 22, 1995]

§ 1784.0–6 Policy. 
As part of the Department’s program 

for public participation, it is the policy 
of the Secretary to establish and em-
ploy committees representative of 
major citizens’ interests, or where re-
quired by law, of special citizen inter-
ests, to advise the Secretary and Direc-
tor regarding policy formulation, pro-
gram planning, decisionmaking, at-
tainment of program objectives, and 
achievement of improved program co-
ordination and economies in the man-
agement of public lands and resources; 
to regularly ensure that such commit-
tees are being optimally employed; and 
to limit the number of advisory com-
mittees to that essential to the con-
duct of the public’s business.

§ 1784.1 Establishment, duration, ter-
mination, and renewal.

§ 1784.1–1 Establishment. 
(a) An advisory committee required 

by statute is established or renewed 
upon the filing of a charter, signed by 
the Secretary, with the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources of the 
United States Senate and the Com-
mittee on Interior and Insular Affairs 
of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives. 

(b) An advisory committee not spe-
cifically required by statute shall be 
established only when the Secretary 
has— 

(1) Determined as a matter of formal 
record, after consultation with the 
General Services Administration, that 
establishment of the committee is in 
the public interest in connection with 
duties required of the Department of 
the Interior by law; 

(2) Signed and filed the committee 
charter; and 

(3) Published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER a notice of his determination and 
of the establishment of the committee. 

(c) An advisory committee shall not 
meet or take any action until the Com-
mittee’s charter has been signed by the 
Secretary and copies filed with the ap-
propriate committees of the Senate 

and House of Representatives and the 
Library of Congress.

§ 1784.1–2 Duration, termination, and 
renewal. 

(a) An advisory committee not man-
dated by statute, i.e., established at 
the discretion of the Secretary, shall 
terminate not later than 2 years after 
its establishment unless, prior to that 
time, it is rechartered by the Secretary 
and copies of the new charter are filed 
with the appropriate committees of the 
Senate and House of Representatives. 
Any committee so renewed shall con-
tinue for not more than 2 additional 
years unless, prior to expiration of 
such period, it is again rechartered. 

(b) Any advisory committee man-
dated by statute shall terminate not 
later than 2 years after the date of its 
establishment unless its duration is 
otherwise provided by law. Upon the 
expiration of each successive two-year 
period following date of establishment, 
a new charter shall be prepared and, 
after Secretarial approval, filed with 
the appropriate committees of the Sen-
ate and House of Representatives for 
any statutory advisory committee 
being continued.

§ 1784.2 Composition, avoidance of 
conflict of interest.

§ 1784.2–1 Composition. 

(a) Each advisory committee shall be 
structured to provide fair membership 
balance, both geographic and interest-
specific, in terms of the functions to be 
performed and points of view to be rep-
resented, as prescribed by its charter. 
Each shall be formed with the objec-
tive of providing representative coun-
sel and advice about public land and re-
source planning, retention, manage-
ment and disposal. No person is to be 
denied an opportunity to serve because 
of race, age, sex, religion or national 
origin. 

(b) Individuals shall qualify to serve 
on an advisory committee because 
their education, training, or experience 
enables them to give informed and ob-
jective advice regarding an industry, 
discipline, or interest specified in the 
committee’s charter; they have dem-
onstrated experience or knowledge of
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